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has been issued by the
Officers and Board of
Direéors of the First
National Bank in honor
of the ingtitution’s Fif-
tieth Anniversary. Herein are pre-
sented portraits of former officers,
pictures of the old buildings, histori-
cal notes and other data which it is
hoped will be of interest to the ones
to whom the book is presented. Oxr-
sanized in 1865, the Bank has trans-
aéted a continuously successful busi-
ness since its foundation half a
century ago. It has been the aim
and purpose of the First National
Bank to cooperate with its customers
in all matters which tend to their
advantage and interest, and the Offi-
cers and Direétors of the institution
wish to assure its patrons of the con-
tinuance of prompt and efficient ser-
vice in the performance of every



duty. The growth of this institution
has steadily kept pace with that of
Chattanooga, and the knowledge that
the First National Bank has been the
means of assisting in no small mea-
sure in the upbuilding of the city isa
pleasure indeed to those who have
been entrusted with its management.
That this fa@ is also recognized and
appreciated by the people of Chatta-
nooga, is evidenced by their ever in-
creasing confidence and patronage,
and it is hoped that this will con-
tinue through the years to come.
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N THE YEAR Eighteen Hun-
dred and Sixty-five, immediately
following one of the most étirring
periods in all American history,
Chattanooga’s pioneer National
g { banking institution began opera-

=) tions. It was a splendid display

of confidence in the ultimate success of Chatta-
nooga as an industrial and commercial commun-
ity. It was even more than this, for the pur-
pose of the men who gave of their means to the
establishment of this financial house was some-
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thing ‘more than the mere accumulation of
wealth. How better could they exhibit faith in
their country than by pouring out their sub-
stance to the building of an organization whose
very existence was absolutely dependent upon
the stability and permanence of that govern-
ment! Such an aét at such a time; when the
country was §till convulsed with the disorders
of war, when the South was in the harrowing
period of Reconstruéion, when the fields were
yet barren and marked by fresh scars of battle,
when Chattanooga was but a few government
warehouses, with mud lanes for étreets and an
almoét disheartened population—such an aét is
worthy of commemoration.

Under these conditions was the Firét National
Bank of Chattanooga founded, and in the two
score and ten years gone by it has become a
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great financial ingtitution. The wisdom of the
men who $tood behind their financial support
of the bank with their good names and success-
ful endeavors has continued as a heritage, dis-
playing the institution’s true spirit of conétruc-
tive conservatism.

Since its organization this bank has never failed
to pay its stockholders a regular semi-annual
dividend—this in itself forms a record of
which any financial ingtitution might be justly
proud. The faét that the increase in Capital
and Surplus has been paid from the earnings of
the Bank in addition to these dividends; the
faét that this progress has been made notwith-
standing the great panics of 1873, 1893 and 1907,

is one of the institution’s $trongest testimonials.

During national depressions and panics, when
industry has slumped and commerce met with
severe losses, when business and finance have
been attacked from all sides—through fifty
years of aétive service, this Bank has gone
steadily along its well defined and well guarded
way.





